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ABSTRACT

Background: The historical gates of Buraydah are an important heritage site in Al-Qassim, Saudi Arabia. The
Gates were built between 1850 and 1901 to protect the city but were demolished later, leaving almost no records
or plans behind. The Prince of Al-Qassim has taken on the project to rebuild the Gates to teach future generations
about their culture and heritage. The participation of the community becomes essential in this case. Methods:
This study examines the role of the local community in the rebuilding process by questioning the extent of
community participation to ensure the city's authenticity and how to enhance its involvement in the process. To
achieve this objective, the study employed qualitative and quantitative methods for collecting primary data
through online surveys. It was supported by a literature study as supplementary data, especially to trace the
history of the Gates. The aim is to provide a complete picture of the Buraydah Gates, including its history, how
they were built and demolished, and their significance to the community in the present times. Findings: This
project is unlike most other rebuilding projects we see today. It is not a case of looking at and recreating old
plans and drawings. It argues that community participation through scouring for rare photographs of the
original gate and drawing plans based on the perception of older people recalling the design is the most effective
approach to ensure the city's authenticity. Conclusion: This project stands out based on what the community
remembers and feels about the gates. However, many aspects of this site are undocumented, and it is imperative
to record and make notes of the progression to serve our future generations. This study enriches that
documentation. Novelty/Originality of this article: Buraydah's historical gate research contributes to cultural
asset conservation, urban area analysis, and community engagement. It proposes rehabilitating heritage
buildings lacking architectural records using communal memory and historical research.

KEYWORDS: buraydah gates; city’s authenticity; community participation; historical sites;
rebuilding; Saudi Arabia.

1. Introduction

The Buraydah Gates were built around the city of Buraydah, Al-Qassim, Saudi Arabia,
from 1850—1901 to protect the city from invasions, observe who was coming in and out,
and keep the city safe. It became an important heritage site in Al-Qassim. As the capital of
Al Qasim, Buraydah became an administrative and commercial center in the 20th century.
The city grew rapidly with the discovery of oil in Saudi Arabia, which led to economic
development and urbanization. Al Qasim is located in central Saudi Arabia bordering Riyadh

Cite This Article:

Rahmayati, Y. & Alsaid, R. (2024). City’s authenticity: Examining community participation in rebuilding Buraydah Historical
Gates, Al-Qassim, Saudi  Arabia. Journal of City: Branding and  Authenticity,  2(1), 72—85.
https://doi.org/10.61511 /jcbau.v2i1.2024.966

Copyright: © 2024 by the authors. This article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative @
Commons Attribution (CC BY) license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). @ =

JCBAu. 2024, VOLUME 2, ISSUE 1 https://doi.org/10.61511 /jcbau.v2i1.2024.966


https://journal-iasssf.com/index.php/JCBAU
https://journal-iasssf.com/index.php/JCBAU
https://issn.brin.go.id/terbit/detail/20230811091797040
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Rahmayati & Alsaid. (2024) 73

province to the south and Hail to the north. The area of Al Qassim is about 70,000 square
kilometers, which is 3.1% of the total area of the Kingdom. Most of its territory is desert, but
it has important agricultural areas due to irrigation. The city supplies the best dates to more
than 74 countries. Its merchandise includes vegetables, grains, and dates, making it a special
location for trade and agriculture. The city produces more than a million tons of crops
annually and celebrates its harvest season with the Buraidah Date Festival. The urban
system in the Qassim region is dominated by the city of Buraidah, which has most of the
geographical factors that shape its urban location and environmental conditions naturally
as a result of the surrounding fertile soil conditions (Abbakar, 2022). Al-Qassim Province
located in the Najd Plateau captivates visitors with its beautiful nature and unique cultural
heritage. The river's valley of Wadi al-Rummah which is the longest valley in the Arabian
Peninsula crosses Al-Qassim from East to West. This area presents an experience of ancient
history and magical stories amidst tall palm trees.

The Buraydah gate was an iconic landmark in the city and has become a symbol of
Buraydah's heritage as a center of Islamic trade, agriculture, scholars, and cultural exchange
for centuries. When the Gates were demolished, they were almost wiped from existence as
there was almost no record of plans, sketches, or information on the gates. The gate was
demolished as a result of the rapid modernization and urban development taking place in
Saudi Arabia, which occurred during the mid-20th century. The Governor of Al-Qassim
Region and Chairman of the Supreme Committee for the Revival of Historical Monuments
in Buraydah, Prince Dr. Faisal bin Meshaal bin Saud bin Abdulaziz picked up this project and
stated that it is imperative to have this landmark back in the city and teach future
generations about their culture and heritage. In the past, the Buraydah Gate served the
purpose of marking the city boundaries, controlling the flow of goods and people, and
providing protection. Over time these functions diminished due to a more stable political
situation and the advent of modern transportation. The gate became more symbolic than
practical and was seen as an archaic structure that did not fit the vision of modern Saudi
cities. Urban planners and government authorities at the time prioritized modernity over
historical preservation, leading to the decision to remove many old gates and fortifications
across the Kingdom. At that time, Najdi's traditional architecture, represented by the
Buraydah Gate, was not considered a priority in this new vision of the city.

The participation of the community becomes essential in this case. Although the gate
itself no longer exists, it remains a strong part of community memory and historical
narrative. The emergence of efforts to preserve its legacy through historical research,
communal memory, and restoration of other heritage sites is crucial. While the blueprints
and the architectural plans of this gate may have been lost, the memories of the local
community remain important knowledge. Residents, especially elders who have lived
through the various stages of Buraydah's construction, have memories of the structure,
aesthetics, and original purpose of the gate. These community memories are crucial assets
for historians, architects, and conservationists in reconstructing an authentic vision of the
gate. Elders who remember the gate in its prime can provide detailed descriptions of the
features of its materials, its color, its height, and how it integrated with its surroundings.
They may recall certain design elements that have faded or been modified over time. This
study examines the role of the local community in the rebuilding process by questioning the
extent of community participation to ensure the city's authenticity and how to enhance its
involvement in the process. Some other important questions were also asked, including
what the Buraydabh historical gates are, why they are important, why they were demolished,
what the reasons are for rebuilding them, how they will be rebuilt, and what approaches are
used for rebuilding them. In addition, this study provides an overview of all the aspects of
the Buraydah gates. It includes the history of how it was built and demolished, the approach
to rebuilding, and its impacts on the community. A deeper understanding allows for a more
holistic restoration that honors not only the physical aspects of the gate but also its role in
shaping Buraydah's economy and history.

Unlike most rebuilding projects that used the old plans and drawings and recreated
them, this project consisted of scouring for rare photographs of the original gate and
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drawing plans based on the perception of older people recalling the design. The project
stands out because it is based on what the community remembers and feels about the gates.
The communal memory provided invaluable insight into the design, materials, and
craftsmanship of the gate. Their recollections of the shapes, patterns, and surrounding
environment gave the project a sense of authenticity that blueprints could not provide. With
the participation of the community, the restoration process was able to display the
significance of the gate, relying not only on factual descriptions but also on the emotions
and pride that the community felt towards this gate. This study argues that this approach is
the most effective approach to ensure the city’s authenticity. However, many aspects of this
site are undocumented, the specific details of the original construction date and
architectural methods are limited, and it is imperative to record and note the progression
to serve our future generations.

1.1 City authenticity and community participation

City branding has become a widespread terminology in many disciplines nowadays
from urban, development, and economics including tourism studies. The interest in this
approach is getting significant, especially in the effort to boost economic development
(Nursanty et al., 2023a; Riza, 2015). Successful city branding directly impacts economic
development by positioning cities in global markets and attracting resources like capital,
labor, and expertise (Ashworth & Kavaratzis, 2009). City branding can also stimulate
economic growth patterns over a long period (Klingmann, 2022). The efforts, however,
might have consequences for the city itself, in terms of the possibility of losing its
authenticity and identity, particularly in this globalization era (Hermawan & Sholihah,
2020). The strategies of city branding often prioritize commercial interest over preserving
the authenticity of a place, resulting in cities becoming indistinguishable (Ashworth &
Kavaratzis, 2010). Branding efforts can undermine local culture and history simply for a
more commercially viable or globally recognized image (Govers, R., & Go, F., 2009).
Branding cities for economic gain, especially in tourism, can distort or replace authentic
cultural expressions (Evans, 2003). Nursanty et al. (2023a) argue that the identity and
authenticity of a place should be balanced and well-maintained to avoid conflict in
promoting city branding. One of the strategies to maintain the city’s authenticity and
identity is by conserving the historical buildings through a community-engagement
approach (Amer, 2023; Man, 2023; Nanda, 2019; Yihua, 2023) and by understanding the
local identity concept (Awaliyah, 2023; Taha, 2024). This will enhance the pride and sense
of belonging of the people as well as strengthen the community’s identity at the same time.
(Man, 2023; Nursanty et al., 2023b; Yihua, 2023). Involving residents in the preservation
process builds a sense of ownership and pride that encourages more effective and long-term
preservation of historic buildings (Evans & Shaw, 2004). Community perception and
interpretation are important in heritage conservation and preservation (Nursanty et al.,
2023b). It might determine the outcomes of the preservation and conservation efforts
(Nanda, 2019; Tsintskiladze, 2024).

1.2 City of Buraydah, Al-Qassim Region, Saudi Arabia

Buraydah is located in the north-central part of Saudi Arabia, 609 meters above sea
level (Alaboodi, 2020). It is the capital of the Al-Qassim Region in the heart of Saudi Arabia,
one of the largest administrative regions in the Kingdom, covering a total area of around
1300 square kilometers with low humidity as a typical desert climate (MOMRA, 2019).
Buraydah is centrally located, east of Al Qassim Region, about 330 kilometers northwest of
Riyadh, about 700 kilometers northeast of Makkah, and about 500 kilometers east of
Madinah. The average annual temperature of the city is 32°C (High), and 17°C (Low), and
the average annual rainfall is 146mm! (Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs and
UNHABITAT, 2019a). Its population is more than (678,000) people, constituting 52% of the
population of the Qassim region (Chamber, 2024). The city was founded in the 9t Hijrah
century and is surrounded by several towns such as Unayzah, Al-Bukhayriyah, Al-Butayn,
Al-Asyah, Al-Rubaiah, and Al-Tarafiyah (MOMRA, 2019). This city is located almost in the
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middle of the Arabian Peninsula. It was named Buraydah because of the abundance and
coolness of its water (Chamber, 2024). Another source is that it was named after one of the
Companions of the Prophet Buraidah ibn Al-Haseeb. Although considered a new city,
Buraydah has played a pivotal role in the region's history. It is known for its rich heritage,
and culture, especially for its strategic location at the junction of pilgrims and major trade
routes between the Kingdom'’s capital city, Riyadh, and the Muslim Holy Cities: Madinah and
Makkah (MOMRA, 2019). Being on one of the old pilgrim routes coming from Iraq via the
Zubaidah Pass, the city of Buraydah has played an important role in the distribution of
population, which has influenced the formation of urban centers. The two main elements
that influenced the growth pattern of Buraydah City are agriculture and the wadi network.
Agricultural land extends from the Western edge of the city to the Northwest. The network
of wadi networks to the South of the city had municipal and regional implications. The
network of rivers makes Buraydah and its region suitable for agriculture. Buraydah serves
as the agricultural bowl of the Al Qassim Region and the Kingdom (Ministry of Municipal
and Rural Affairs and UNHABITAT, 2019b). Four main sectors that support economic
activities in Buraydah: public, services, management; and commercial. Buraydah is one of
the most important commercial centers in the Kingdom due to its strategic location. In the
commercial sector, the city represents about 6.6 percent of the total commercial enterprises
in the kingdom. While in the agricultural sector, Buraydah produces the highest proportion
of wheat in the Kingdom and has the largest date market in the world. Buraydah is known
as the city of dates, which has the largest date and Carmel market in the world and exports
to more than 20 countries. Buraydah is situated among the main cities and continues to
grow due to its location at the crossroads of major trade routes in the Saudi Kingdom. Today,
Buraydah City's multi-modality provides direct access to major highways, rail systems, and
airports and is a high-quality link to other regions. The people of the city have witnessed
many historical events stretching from Iraq in the north to Makkah al-Mukaromah. The
growth and development of the city was due to its agricultural produce especially dates and
its wealth of livestock and continues to this day as a significant contributor to its economy.
This makes Buraydah rich in diversity of cultures and traditions, which is reflected in its
architecture, cuisine, and customs.

One of the most striking historical features of Buraydah is its ancient gates. The gate,
which used to be the main entrance to the city, was built using traditional Najdi construction
techniques with mud bricks and local stones and is a typical architectural piece of central
Saudi Arabia, with the use of local materials and designs that reflect the lifestyle of the
people at the time. These gates, built between 1850 and 1901, were more than just
architectural landmarks; they were symbols of protection, culture, and community.
Strategically constructed to guard the city against invasions during hard times, they
promised safety and security for the residents. The gates not only served a defensive
purpose but also played a significant role in shaping the social and economic dynamics of
the city. They were points of trade, social interaction, and cultural exchange, making them
central to the life of the city and its people.

The historical gates of Buraydah, encapsulated within the ancient walls, symbolize the
city’s rich heritage and its developmental trajectory. These gates, located strategically along
the walls, have witnessed the city's transformation and growth over centuries. The Hassan
Al-Muhanna Wall is a critical structure in the city’s fortification, significantly impacting the
overall Buraydah urban landscape. The perimeter of the Hassan Al-Muhanna Wall extends
over 2,300 meters, enclosing a significant portion of the city. Its Southeastern corner, near
King Abdul Aziz Street, represents the furthest point from the city center. The wall's layout,
with its Northern and Eastern sections running straight for 500 meters before turning
westward and then northward, encapsulates the strategic planning of the era.

The Western wall, the longest at 875 meters, indicates the city's extensive expansion
northwestward during this period. This expansion resulted in the city’s asymmetrical
growth, with the western side larger than the eastern side. Each corner of the wall featured
a watchtower or a small castle, known as a Magsora, which was predominantly circular (Fig.
1). These structures were not only defensive but also served as vantage points overseeing
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the city and its surroundings. The wall had four main gates, each symbolically and
symmetrically placed: Al-Sabah Gate in the South. Al-Jarda Gate, also known as the Palace
Gate, is to the Southeast of the Palace. The North Gate (Fig. 2) on Al-Sinaa Street and Al-Qibli
Gate or Al-Bouta in the West (Fig. 3). These gates were crucial for the city’s connectivity and
acted as conduits for trade, cultural exchange, and the movement of people.

Fig. 2. North Gate, Buraydah, Al Qassim
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Fig. 3. West Gate, Buraydah, Al Qassim

The historical gates of Buraydah, a significant element of Saudi Arabia's urban heritage,
have been a subject of interest in the broader discourse on the conservation of built heritage
in the Arab world. Some studies related to the ancient and historical walled structures in
Arab cities have been conducted; one of them was done by Mohareb & Kronenburg (2012),
who investigated the peripheral patterns in historic Arab cities. This study provides insights
into the strategic and social functions of such walls and gates, offering a comparative
perspective that enriches the understanding of Buraydah's gates within the broader context
of Arab urban history (Mohareb & Kronenburg, 2012). Another related study was
conducted by Mikaeili (2015). He explores the role of walled cities in the development of
civilization and provides a spatial analysis of urban edges in historic walled cities,
respectively. Furthermore, The UNESCO World Heritage Centre and Hidden Architecture
(UNESCO, n.d.) also provide examples of other historic walled cities, like Shibam, which
serve as valuable comparative studies for understanding the architectural and urban
significance of walled structures in shaping cities.

However, although considered a small city, Buraydah has been rapidly developing
which brings a significant transformation to its urban landscape, especially due to the
demolition of its historical sites (Al-Ansi et al., 2022). This also affected the Buraydah Gates
which were gradually demolished due to city expansion and population growth, with little
documentation left behind but only the memory. Their loss was not just physical, but it
represented a fading link to the city's historical identity and heritage (Al-Ansi et al., 2022).
Incorporating development with conservation is always challenging become a common
crucial issue in many cities including Saudi Arabia (Khademizadeh et al, 2024).
Furthermore, Khademizadeh et al. (2024) identify this is mainly due to lack of community
involvement. Fortunately, recent strategies proposed under Saudi Vision 2030 highlighted
this issue very well. It was stated that the community is part of the Saudi heritage and their
involvement is critical to enhance and strengthen the local identity (Saudi Vision 2023). To
support this strategy, community education and awareness need to be promoted at the
same time (Das, 2015). Saudi Vision 2030 emphasizes the preservation and promotion of
cultural heritage as a core component in strengthening local identity. It envisions
developing arts and culture throughout Saudi Arabia to enrich the lives of the population
and national identity, as well as building and strengthening understanding among
communities thereby encouraging economic growth and tourism. The Ministry of Culture
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Saudi Arabia undertakes various strategies to preserve historical sites and cultural
traditions and ensure that they play a role in national development (Harbi, 2019).

On the other hand, Alghamdi et al. (2023) emphasize the importance of documenting
modern heritage, highlighting a methodological approach that could apply to the gates of
Buraydah. Their focus on integrating historical documentation with contemporary methods
(Alghamdi et al., 2023) is particularly relevant to the reconstruction efforts of Buraydah's
gates, where historical records are scarce. Moreover, Bagader (2013) discusses the
evolution of Saudi’s built heritage conservation, tracing its development since the 1970s.
This historical context is crucial for understanding the significance of conserving structures
like the gates of Buraydah, which are pivotal to the architectural and cultural narrative of
Saudi cities. Specifically, for Buraydah City, Alrabadi (1987) delves into the urban growth
and regional relations of Buraydah, offering an in-depth look at the city's development. His
work is significant for contextualizing the gates within the city's urban evolution and their
role in shaping its regional identity.

In 2010, The Saudi Commission for Tourism and National Heritage published reports
on initiatives to conserve Saudi heritage, reflecting the growing awareness and efforts
towards preserving historical structures, including the gates of Buraydah (SCTA, 2010). The
Ministry supports efforts to preserve Saudi culture and heritage by documenting the past
and present so that future generations can understand cultural heritage consciously and
deeply (Harbi, 2019). The initiative in rebuilding these gates is more than a restoration
project; it is a reclamation of history, a rekindling of cultural pride, and a bridge connecting
the past with the present and future. It symbolizes a commitment to preserving the cultural
and historical soul of Buraydah, ensuring that its legacy is passed down to future
generations.

2. Methods

To achieve the objective of this study, a combination of qualitative and quantitative
methods was employed. The primary data was collected through online surveys, supported
by a literature study for the secondary data, especially related to the history tracing of the
Gates. The surveys consisted of direct questions for the quantitative data and open-ended
questions for the qualitative data set. They were sent out to the general public to gather
information about their knowledge, perceptions, and opinions about the Gates and how it
could benefit the community. The survey targeted diverse groups of respondents from Al-
Qassim and Riyadh, the nearby city with primary access to the Kingdom’s main State
highways.

A total of 100 respondents were collected for this study, which is sufficient to provide
arepresentative sample of the community's views and a good glimpse into the community's
knowledge of the topic. As previously mentioned, most of the information on the Gates was
collected from the community itself since it was not easily found online. Therefore,
surveying is extremely important as the foundation for this study. This survey will gather
information on the gates, which is particularly crucial given the scarcity of documented
historical data. To reach a high number of respondents, the questionnaire was developed in
English and Arabic to ensure broad participation from diverse demographic groups in Al-
Qassim and Riyadh. The Arabic results were translated into English later on for the analysis.

Alongside the survey, the study also involved extensive research into published books
and historical records. It was aimed to gather factual information about the gates, cross-
referencing community responses with historical evidence. Special attention will be given
to locating rare photographs and other archival materials that can aid in accurately
reconstructing the gates.

This combined method is unique in its community-centric approach, differing from
typical reconstruction projects that rely heavily on existing architectural plans. By
integrating community input with historical research, the study aims to ensure that the
reconstructed gates resonate with the community's collective memory, cultural identity,
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and the city’s authenticity. This method also provides a comprehensive overview of the
Buraydah Gates, including its history, how they were built and demolished, and their
significance to the community in the present times. It is hoped that with this method
Buraydah City can find a way to maintain its identity while meeting its need for modernity,
offering a space where history and modernity coexist harmoniously.

@ Buraydah

\ Google

Fig. 4. Maps of Saudi Arabia
(Developed by authors adopted from Google Map)

AL QASSIM
PROVINCE

v Fi 5. aps of Al Qassim Province
(Developed by authors adopted from Google Map)
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(Developed by authors adopted from Google Map)

3. Results and Discussion

3.1 Development and environmental challenges

The responses to the survey on the historical gates of Buraydah provide insights into
the community's awareness and perception of the gates' history and significance.
Respondents from Al-Qassin, Riyadh, Jeddah, and other areas have participated in this
study. This indicates a broader interest in the project beyond just the residents of Buraydah.
The age range of the respondents predominantly falls between 18—25 years, suggesting
that the survey primarily reached a younger demographic. In terms of the familiarity of the
respondents with the Gates, most respondents (66%) are unaware that Buraydah had
historical gates. This indicates a general lack of awareness of the city's heritage and history.
When the respondents were asked about the purpose of the Buraydah's Gates in the past,
the responses varied, with some common themes being protection, monitoring movements
of traders, and city expansion, as shown in Figure 7 below. This suggests an understanding
that the gates served multiple purposes, including defensive, economic, and urban planning
roles.

Protection 4 49 (47.6%)

Aesthetics s 12 (11.7%)

Monitor movements of traders
Dl SIS a3 A8 5

| don't know al=! Y 40 (38.8%)

0 10 20 30 40 50

Fig. 7. Responses related to the knowledge of the purpose of Old Buraydah’s Gate
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City Expansion il s 53 44 (42.7%)

They were no longer needed 2= !

Lol fala lia 31 (30.1%)

| don't know ale! ¥ 39 (37.9%)

0 10 20 30 40 50

Fig. 8. Responses related to knowledge about the purpose of demolishing the Old Buraydah Gate

Furthermore, Figure 8 above shows that most of the respondents (44%) believe the
Gates were demolished because they were no longer needed, which could reflect a view that
the Gates became obsolete as the city modernized. Others did not know why the gates were
demolished (39%), indicating a gap in historical knowledge among the community.
Moreover, a significant portion of the respondents (79,6%) are not aware that the gates are
currently being rebuilt, and awareness is crucial for fostering community involvement in
the rebuilding process. On the other hand, this study found a strong community interest in
cultural preservation and education where the majority of responses were primarily
focused on preserving culture and heritage, educating future generations about Buraydah's
history, and enhancing the city's aesthetics when they were asked about the significance of
initiative of rebuilding the Buraydah's Gates as shown in Figure 9 below.

To preserve culture and heritag. .. 69 (67%)

To teach the future generations. .. 43 (41.7%)

To preserve culture and heritage 12 (11.7%)

To teach the future generations... 8 (7.8%)

1(1%)
Idkkkk l—1 (1%)
To make it safer maybel}—1 (1%)
No economic significance §—1 (1%)

0 20 40 60 80

Fig. 9. Responses related to the community interest of the purpose of Old Buraydah’s Gate
4. Conclusions

The findings from this study reveal a general awareness and positive attitude towards
the historical gates and their reconstruction. However, there are gaps in detailed historical
knowledge among the community. The focus on cultural preservation and education in the
responses highlights a collective desire to reconnect with the city's past. The involvement
of a younger demographic suggests potential for long-term engagement with the city's
heritage. Overall, the survey data underscores the importance of the historical gates to the
community's cultural identity and the need for educational initiatives to enhance historical
understanding. The rebuilding project presents an opportunity to not only restore a
physical structure but also to strengthen the community's connection to its heritage.
Another significant finding from this study is that the approach used for rebuilding is unique
because it does not just rely on old plans or drawings. Instead, it involves searching for rare
photographs and drawing plans based on these images and memories from older people
who remember the gates. This approach combines visual and oral histories, which is crucial
for accurate heritage conservation, especially when original architectural drawings or
detailed records are not available. This study concludes that Buraydah's community played
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the most important role in conserving and maintaining its heritage for years. Their
participation through scouring for rare photographs of the original gate and drawing plans
based on the perception of the elderly recalling the design is the most effective approach to
ensure the city's authenticity. The Buraydah community's involvement reflects a deep
commitment to the preservation of cultural heritage. This is crucial in maintaining the
authenticity of the city amidst modernization efforts.

The research on the historical gates of Buraydah makes significant contributions to
cultural heritage conservation, urban studies, and community engagement. It introduces an
innovative approach to restoring heritage sites without traditional architectural
documentation, leveraging community memories and historical research. This method
enriches the field of heritage conservation by demonstrating how participatory approaches
can effectively reconstruct and preserve cultural sites. In addition, this study enhances the
understanding of urban evolution in Saudi Arabian cities, particularly in the context of
Buraydah's growth and historical significance. The research methodology, combining
community surveys with historical analysis, serves as a valuable model for similar projects,
highlighting the importance of integrating community input in heritage conservation.

Further research could explore the long-term impacts of the Gates’ reconstruction on
the community, conduct comparative studies with other heritage projects, investigate the
use of modern technologies in conservation, and assess the social and economic impacts on
the local community. This study not only benefits the field of heritage conservation but also
serves as a model for similar projects globally, highlighting the importance of community
involvement in preserving historical landmarks and enriching the documentation of the
historical Buraydah’s Gates, which is rarely found. Moreover, it contributes to academic
knowledge and has practical implications for urban planning, cultural education, and policy-
making in heritage conservation.

Acknowledgment

The authors would like to thank the respondents who participated in this study for their
help in furthering this research. Special thanks to Fahad Alsaid for introducing this topic
and providing a variety of resources and Dhari Alsharidah who assisted in data collection
directly from the site. To Prince Sultan University for accommodating this research under
one of the elective courses, Special Topics in Architecture, with the topic of Humanitarian
Architecture and Design, led by Dr. Yenny Rahmayati. The authors also would like to thank
the IASSSF team for supporting the writing of this article.

Author Contribution
Both authors contributed fully to the writing of this article.

Funding
This research received no external funding.

Ethical Review Board Statement
Not applicable.

Informed Consent Statement
Not applicable.

Data Availability Statement
Not applicable.

Conflicts of Interest
The authors declare no conflict of interest.

JCBAu. 2024, VOLUME 2, ISSUE 1 https://doi.org/10.61511 /jcbau.v2i1.2024.966



Rahmayati & Alsaid. (2024) 83

Open Access

©2024. The author(s). This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
International License, which permits use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction
in any medium or format, as long as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and
the source, provide a link to the Creative Commons license, and indicate if changes were
made. The images or other third-party material in this article are included in the article’s
Creative Commons license, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the material. If
material is not included in the article’s Creative Commons license and your intended use is
not permitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain
permission directly from the copyright holder. To view a copy of this license, visit:
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

References

Abbakar, M. M. A. (2022). Urban Characteristics of Qassim Region, An Applied Study with
Rank-Size Rule According To 2010 Census. Journal of Urban Research. Faculty of
Urban & Regional Planning, Cairo University.
https://jur.journals.ekb.eg/article 270953.html

Abdulaziz S. Alaboodi, Mohammad S. Alshitawi, Ayman F. Omar, Abdulaziz B. Alharby.
(2020). Air Quality in Buraydah, Saudi Arabia. International Journal of Innovative
Technology and Exploring Engineering (JITEE), 9(5), 856-861.
https://doi.org/10.35940/ijitee.E2719.039520

Al-Ansi, N.,, Uddin, B., & Alhrabi, A. (2022). Factors of identity loss in Buraydah city Saudi
Arabia. Journal of Urban Development and Management, 1(2), 102-114.
https://doi.org/10.56578/judm010203.

Alghamdi, N., Alnaim, M. M., Alotaibi, F., Alzahrani, A., Alosaimi, F., Ajlan, A., Alkhudhayri, Y.
A., Alshathri, A. (2023). Documenting Riyadh City’s Significant Modern Heritage: A
Methodological Approach. Buildings, 13(11), 2818.
https://doi.org/10.3390/buildings 13112818.

Alrabadi, M. B. S. A. (1987). Buraydah: Its Urban Growth and Regional Relations. Imam
Muhammad Bin Saud Islamic University.

Amer, M., (2023). Cultural Identity and Branding: an Integrated Approach to Enhance the
Heritage Value [PhD in Architecture: Innovation and Heritage / Theme “Urban
Heritage and Mass Tourism”]. Rome: Department of Architecture, Universita degli
Studi Roma Tre.

Ashworth, G., Kavaratzis, M. (2009). Beyond the logo: Brand Management for Cities.
Springerlink. https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057 /palgrave.bm.2550133
Awaliyah D. N., (2023). The Identity of Demak: Unveiling Culture, Architecture, Heritage and
Historical Significance. International Journal of Architecture and Urbanism. 7(3).411-

417. https://doi.org/10.32734 /ijau.v7i3.13801

Bagader, M. (2013). Jeddah’s historic core and Evolution of the Saudi Built heritage
conservation discourse since the 1970s till 2012. Proceeding In Search for the
Kingdom - Emerging scholarship on Saudi Arabia from the First Saudi State to the
present conference. Zentrum Moderner Orient 12—14 June 2013, Germany.

Chamber, Q. (2024). About Buraydah. Buraydah City of Gastronomy.
https://buccn.sa/about

Das, T., (2015). Community Participation in Cultural Heritage Management. Journal of Basic
and Applied Engineering Research. Volume 2, Number 9. 743-446
http://www.krishisanskriti.org/jbaer.html.

Evans, G. (2003). Hard-branding the cultural city-from Prado to Prada. International journal
of urban and regional research, 27(2), 417-440. https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-
2427.00455

Evans, G., & Shaw, P. (2004). The contribution of culture to regeneration in the UK: a review
of evidence: a report to the Department for Culture Media and Sport.
https://repository.londonmet.ac.uk/6109/

JCBAu. 2024, VOLUME 2, ISSUE 1 https://doi.org/10.61511/jcbau.v2i1.2024.966


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://jur.journals.ekb.eg/article_270953.html
https://doi.org/10.35940/ijitee.E2719.039520
https://doi.org/10.56578/judm010203
https://doi.org/10.3390/buildings%2013112818
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057/palgrave.bm.2550133
https://doi.org/10.32734/ijau.v7i3.13801
https://buccn.sa/about
http://www.krishisanskriti.org/jbaer.html
https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-2427.00455
https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-2427.00455
https://repository.londonmet.ac.uk/6109/

Rahmayati & Alsaid. (2024) 84

Govers, R., Go, F. (2009). Place Branding. Glocal, Virtual and Physical Identities,
Constructed, Imagined and Experienced.
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-0-230-24702-4 2

Harbi, T. A, (2019). The Saudi Ministry of Culture’s strategy. Arab News.
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1477396

Hermawan, B., and Sholihah, A. B., (2020). Cultural heritage as city identity case study of
Ngawi, East Java, Indonesia. IOP Conf. Series: Earth and Environmental Science 447.
012040. http://doi.org/10.1088/1755-1315/447/1/012040

Khademizadeh, M. H., Arbab, P., and Salimi, H. (2024). Developing a Framework for Applying
Social Participation in the Integrated Conservation and Development of Urban
Heritage. Quarterly Journal of Development Strategy (RAHBORD-E-TOSEEH), 20(1),
8-32. (In Persian).

Klingman, A. (2022). Branding Saudi Arabia’s Capital. Ekistics and the new habitat.

Man, A. W. K. (2023). Adaptive reuse and authenticity: promoting urban conservation in
Melaka's historic town. Journal of City: Branding and Authenticity, 1(1), 24-41.
https://doi.org/10.61511/jcbau.v1il .2023.73.

Michaela. (2024). Buraidah: Unveiling the Hidden Gems of Saudi Arabia’s Heartland.

Blog, Travel, Travel Tips. https://vinzideas.com/buraidah-unveiling-the-
hidden-gems-of-saudi-arabias-heartland/

Mikaeili, M. (2015). Walled Cities and the Development of Civilization in Asia Minor
(Anatolia) and the Middle East. Spaces and Flows: An International Journal of Urban
and ExtraUrban  Studies, 5(2), 15—25. https://doi.org/10.18848/2154-
8676/CGP/v05i02/53763.

Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs (MOMRA). (2019). The Future Saudi Cities

Programme CPI PROFILE Buraidah.
https://unhabitat.org/sites /default/files /2020/04 /cpi Droflle for buraidah 2019.p
df.

Mohammadifar, Y., Rousta, A., Gharehche, M., Hamidizadeh, M. (2016). The Necessities
and Consequences of City Branding and Emphasizing the Economy of Urban

Tourism. Urban Economics and Management. https://iueam.ir/article-1-851-

en.pdf
Mohareb, N. & Kronenburg, R. (2012). Spatial analysis of urban edges in Arab historic walled

cities: Alexandria as a case study. Planning Perspectives, 27(3), 439—452.
https://doi.org/10.1080/02665433.2012.686578.

Nanda, G. (2019). Place-identity and its significance for a Heritage city: the case of Puri,
India. J. Indian Anthropol. Soc, 54, 74-87.

Nursanty, E., Hassan, R. A. and Prastyadewi, M. 1. (2023a). Navigating the tension between
city branding and authenticity: a conceptual framework. Journal of City: Branding and
Authenticity, 1(1), 1-11. https://doi.org/10.61511 /jcbau.v 1i1.2023.20.

Nursanty, E., Rusmiatmoko, D., Husni, M. F. D., (2023b). From Heritage to Identity: The Role
of City Authenticity in Shaping Local Community Identity and Cultural Preservation.
Archimane, Vol. 1, No. 2, 145-164. http://doi.org/10.59810/archimane/v1i2.17

Qassim - Visit Saudi. (2024). About Qassim. For food, history, and beauty that has
inspired poetry. Saudi Tourism Authority.
https://www.visitsaudi.com/en/gassim

Riza, M., (2015). Culture and City Branding: Mega-Events and Iconic Buildings as Fragile
Means to Brand the City. Open Journal of Social Sciences. Vol. 3. 269-274.
http://dx.doi.org/10.4236/jss.2015.37039

Saudi Vision. (2023). Kingdom of  Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030.
https://www.my.gov.sa/wps/portal/snp/content/saudivision/?lang=en

SCTA. (2010). The SCTA Initiatives Towards Conserving the Saudi Heritage. the SCTA annual

report, online report on SCTA.com, Riyadh [in Arabic].

JCBAu. 2024, VOLUME 2, ISSUE 1 https://doi.org/10.61511/jcbau.v2i1.2024.966


https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-0-230-24702-4_2
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1477396
http://doi.org/10.1088/1755-1315/447/1/012040
https://doi.org/10.61511/jcbau.v1i1%20.2023.73
https://vinzideas.com/buraidah-unveiling-the-hidden-gems-of-saudi-arabias-heartland/
https://vinzideas.com/buraidah-unveiling-the-hidden-gems-of-saudi-arabias-heartland/
https://doi.org/10.18848/2154-8676/CGP/v05i02/53763
https://doi.org/10.18848/2154-8676/CGP/v05i02/53763
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2020/04/cpi_profile_for_buraidah_2019.pdf
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2020/04/cpi_profile_for_buraidah_2019.pdf
https://iueam.ir/article-1-851-en.pdf
https://iueam.ir/article-1-851-en.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/02665433.2012.686578
https://doi.org/10.61511/jcbau.v%201i1.2023.20
http://doi.org/10.59810/archimane/v1i2.17
https://www.visitsaudi.com/en/qassim
http://dx.doi.org/10.4236/jss.2015.37039
https://www.my.gov.sa/wps/portal/snp/content/saudivision/?lang=en

Rahmayati & Alsaid. (2024) 85

Taha, M. N. A, (2024). Balancing Heritage Preservation and Regeneration in Riyadh:
Objectives and Considerations. REAL CORP 2024 Proceedings/Tagungsband. 59-71.
http://doi.org/10.48494 /REALCORP2024.1015

The UNESCO World Heritage Centre and Hidden Architecture. (n.d.). Old walled city of
Shibam. UNESCO World Heritage Centre. Retrieved from
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/192/.

Tsintskiladze, M., (2024). Role of Community Empowerment in the Sustainable Cultural
Heritage Management: A Review. Proceedings of the International Conference on
Business, Management and Economics. Vol. 1, Issue. 1, 22-31.
https://doi.org/10.33422 /icbmeconf.v1i1.210.

Unhabitat. (2019a). Buraidah City Profile. UN-Habitat - United Nations Human
Settlements Programme, Future Saudi Cities Programme (Author): “Buraydah
City Profile”. https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2086561.html

Unhabitat. (2019b). CPI Profile Buraidah. King Fahd National Library Cataloging-in-
Publication @ Data  Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs.
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files /2020/04/cpi profile for buraidah 2
019.pdf

Yihua, Z. (2023). Renewing the old, creating the new: examining the strategies and results
of urban conservation in Singapore and Shanghai. Journal of City: Branding and
Authenticity, 1(1), 42-63. https://doi.org/10.61511/jcbau.v1il .2023.83

Biography Authors

Yenny Rahmayati, Assistant Professor, Architecture Department, College of Architecture
and Design, Prince Sultan University, Saudi Arabia.

* Email: yrahmayati@psu.edu.sa

= ORCID: 0000-0001-5395-6979

=  Web of Science ResearcherID: N/A

=  Scopus Author ID: 56053618400

= Homepage: N/A

Renad Alsaid, Architecture Department, College of Architecture and Design, Prince Sultan
University Saudi Arabia.

* Email: 220410384@psu.edu.sa

= ORCID: N/A

=  Web of Science ResearcherID: N/A

= Scopus Author ID: N/A

* Homepage: N/A

JCBAu. 2024, VOLUME 2, ISSUE 1 https://doi.org/10.61511/jcbau.v2i1.2024.966


http://doi.org/10.48494/REALCORP2024.1015
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/192/
https://doi.org/10.33422/icbmeconf.v1i1.210
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2086561.html
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2020/04/cpi_profile_for_buraidah_2019.pdf
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2020/04/cpi_profile_for_buraidah_2019.pdf
https://doi.org/10.61511/jcbau.v1i1%20.2023.83
mailto:yrahmayati@psu.edu.sa
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5395-6979
mailto:220410384@psu.edu.sa

